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11Whatsoever 
A Man Soweth II • • • 
Anyone associated with farming knows that the land 
gives back just what you put into it. This truism, 
plus one man's faith in the future of lwbrid corn, 
led to the founding in 1926 of what is now Pioneer 
Hi-Bred International, Inc. 
From the beginning, Pioneer has believed strongly 
in the value of research. In fact, Pioneer maintains 
the largest corn research program in the world -
developed to continually improve the genetic make-
up of our hybrids. 
This emphasis on research has enabled today's 
farmer to make better use of the land than at any 
other time in history. His improved production, in 
turn, has helped meet the increased world demand 
for food. 
Pioneer has benefitted, too. Today, farmers plant 
more Pioneer ® corn than any other brand . This 
growth has helped finance the expansion of the 
company's research efforts, applying what we've 
learned to the breeding of wheat, grain sorghum, 
alfalfa, cotton, soybeans and poultry. 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
We encourage you to look at your agricultural 
education the same way Pioneer regards its research 
program .. . as an investment in the future. Because 
if we've learned one thing in our 52 years, it's that 
"whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
PIONEER HI-BRED INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
Central Division · Des Moines, Iowa 
-4 : 
I , 
®Registered trademark of Pioneer HI-Bred International, Inc., Des Moines, Iowa U.S.A. 
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Behind the Editor's Desk 
Hoorah for "The Ag" 
The Ag hit the big time when it was mentioned in the 
Hawkeye Hurrah Column in the Des Moines Register 
March 6. The return of the Strictly Bull column in the 
Ag, and more specifically, the Engineer joke, sparked a 
revitalization of the Aggie-Engineer rivalry that has 
kindled for several decades on the ISU campus. 
It seems though that not everyone appreciates the 
friendly prodding that results from these jokes. In 
response to a charge that the Ag was scoffing at the 
Engineers, I state that I have a great deal of respect for 
my slide-rule neighbors. Our jokes are merely a con-
tinuation of a tradition that began long before now. 
The rivalry was sparked when the Alpha Zeta initiates 
challenged the Engineers to a tug-of-war along the shores 
of Lake Laverne. I can't tell you which side won that first 
tug but the Aggies came out on the wet end of things this 
year when the contest was reinstated. 
After the friendly conflict started year~ ago, the 
Aggies carried things a step further when they in-
conspicuously led two Belgian mares into the Engineer 
building. What happened to the mares after they got into 
the building- who knows? 
In any case, Strictly Bull appears again in this issue 
and the engineer jokes are there too. Read them, laugh at 
them, but don't take them seriously. • 
Happy Birthday 
Seventy-five years is a long time in anyone's book. 
And it was 75 years ago that a small group of determined 
Ag students pooled their talents to produce the premiere 
issue of the Iowa Agriculturist from the confines of Old 
Botany. 
Beginning on page 11 in this issue of the Ag, is a 
special 12-page history section dealing with a review of 
Iowa State University's development and the magazine 
that recorded a great deal of this growth. 
I hope the section proves interesting and a bit in-
formative. • 
New Editor Chosen 
Next Fall's Ag entered the planning stages about a 
month ago with the selection of the new editor. Joel 
Geske, a journalism junior, was chosen to head next 
year's staff. Joel joined the Ag staff last fall to complete a 
course requirement. His first duties centered around 
writing, but he soon worked into editing, layouts, and 
advertising for the magazine. 
I'd like to take the opportunity now to congratulate 
Joel on his new responsibility and offer him best wishes for 
next year. • 
Parting-Such Sweet Sorrow 
With this Ag terminates many events: Volume 78 of 
the Ag, one more college year, a college career and the 
Ag editorship. For each editor, this space allows us to 
dab our eyes, take a few deep breaths, and allow even a 
twinge of pride because the Ag lived through our leader-
ship, no matter how shaky at times. 
Slap my wrists, point your fingers, roll your eyes. Just 
let me say- it's been a good year. And good years result 
from working with good people. I feel fortunate to have 
rubbed shoulders with the various administrative people, 
professors, Ag staffers and readers. It made it all worth 
while. 
Thanks. • 
Blake 
Agriculturist 
Serving IS U Agriculture ~~ 
for 75 years. "· · ~ 
Iowa 
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Formation of the tornado that struckjordan]une 13, 1976. 
6 
The Flynns received some cuts and 
bruises from the incident, but con-
sidered themselves lucky to still be 
alive when they crawled out of the 
basement and saw the ruined farm-
stead around them. 
Dr. John Brown, an Assistant 
Professor of Earth Science at Iowa 
State University, and Kevin Knupp, a 
senior in Meterology, have been study-
ing the June 13 tornadoes. Through 
the use of photographs taken of the 
tornado by people in the area and 
first-hand accounts, Brown and 
Knupp have tired to trace the 
developments of the six major funnels. 
What Brown and Knupp are 
discovering about the Jordan tornado 
is that the storm had many unusual 
characteristics that are not typical of 
most Iowa tornadoes. It stayed on the 
ground and lasted much longer than 
most Iowa tornadoes . Brown said the 
tornado was unusually severe. He said 
it was much more intense than the one 
that hit Ankeny in 1974. 
Dr. John L. Stanford, a professor of 
physics and the author of a new book 
on tornadoes in Iowa, said a typical 
Iowa tornado travels somewhere 
around 30 to 50 m .p.h. It generally 
would only go one or two miles on the 
ground and last three or four minutes, 
he said. 
Knupp estimated the Jordan tor-
nado funnel was on the ground for 
almost 26 miles in a path from where it 
touched down southwest of Luther 
and finally lifted off just outside of 
Story City. He said its speed was 
variable . Its maximum speed probably 
occurred four or five miles south of 
Jordan and it was slowing to around 25 
to 30 m . p.h. as it reached Jordan, he 
said. 
"At its widest point, the actual 
damage path, if you include all 
damage, was a mile wide ," Knupp 
said. This area, he estimates, was one 
to three miles north of Jordan, the 
same area where the Flynn farm is 
located. 
Roy Gustafson, who has a hog 
operation west of the actual path of 
the tornado, figures his farm got hit by 
a spin-off from the big tornado. All 
the buildings were destroyed with only 
a small corner of the garage and three 
quarters of the grain bin left standing. 
Nobody was home when the tornado 
hit. Gustafson didn't know his place 
was hit until he came home at 6:30 
that evening and found the buildings 
in ruins. The six-month-old farrowing 
house and nursery were gone. He said 
the sows were still in their farrowing 
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crates that were attached to the floor 
and some of the pens in the nursery 
were still intact, with no building 
around either. 
Gustafson found his records and 
figured he lost 150 hogs that day. 
"We counted the dead ones and we 
were missing 90 some head that just 
disappeared," Gustafson said. 
Gustafson had 27 gilts and three 
boars located in a pasture east of the 
farmstead, in the direction of the big 
tornado. Only one boar survived what 
he figured must have been the brunt of 
the storm. He said those hogs didn't 
have a chance on the hill they were on. 
One boar had a two-by-four driven 
clear through him, Gustafson said. 
Many of the other hogs by the farm-
yard were injured by flying debris. 
"A veterinarian and a policeman 
were out here that evening. I just told 
them to shoot anything that was 
crippled up bad," Gustafson said. 
"They shot several of them." 
Hogs and cattle were not the only 
animals killed in the tornado. The 
Flynns lost all ten of their registered 
Arabian horses in addition to another 
ten cows and calves. 
Both Gustafson and Flynn said the 
clean-up effort was amazing. Crews of 
people the farmers didn't even know 
helped clean up the wreckage, walk 
fields for debris or bring food for those 
who worked. 
"From Tuesday on, there were 40 to 
60 people out here every day," Flynn 
said. 
The rebuilding process began 
rapidly for many of the farms in the 
area . The Flynns are living in their 
new house and most of the old 
buildings have been replaced by metal 
sheds. Gustafson has rebuilt the hog 
set-up and is still working on the new 
house. 
The Jordan tornado hit toward the 
end of the usual Iowa tornado season 
according to Dr. Stanford. In his 
book, " Tornado-Accounts of 
Tornadoes in Iowa," Stanford said 
that a tornado could occur any month 
of the year, but greater than half are 
reported in May and June. He also said 
most tornadoes generally hit in the late 
afternoon and early evening, but it is 
important to note that tornadoes have 
been reported at nearly every other 
hour of the day. 
"The midwest of the United States 
has the highest tornado frequency 
(number per year) and more intense 
ones than any other area of the 
world," Stanford said in his book. He 
pointed out that the midwest has the 
right combination of factors m-
fluencing tornado activity. 
Statistically speaking, there isn't 
enough data available to say that one 
part of Iowa has a greater chance of 
being hit by tornadoes, Stanford said. 
"Studies on the frequency of tor-
nado reports indicate that a given 
point in Iowa is visisted by a tornado 
about once every 1000 years," 
Stanford writes. The seeming ap-
pearance of "tornado alleys" and 
places being struck many times has to 
be considered coincidental until more 
data is available on the subject, he 
said. 
Even though the chances of being 
hit are small, people should not get a 
false sense of security. There are many 
books and civil defense programs that 
teach tornado safety rules. The reason 
nobody was killed in the Jordan 
tornado can be attributed to public 
warning systems and the use of simple 
emergency procedures like going to 
the basement. It is an awesome ex-
perience, one the people in the Jordan 
area will probably never forget. 
"You see pictures of it in the papers 
and on TV," said Roy Gustafson 
looking out over his rebuilt farmstead. 
"You never think it could happen to 
you, but it can." • 
The GSB Report. Designed to bring 
the concerns of the Government of 
the Student Body to the students. 
Programs cover academics, and 
current student issues. 
Bar·B·Grill 
Gas or Charcoal Operated 
• Trailer mounted, ready 
for road 
• Powered rotisserie 
handles up to 160 lbs. 
Every Wednesday at 10:00 p.m. 
on KPGY, FM92. 
GSB~port 
Legal Aid 
is free ... 
. .. if you're an ISU stu-
dent. For free Legal Aid, 
stop in Rm. 54 Memorial 
Union 
Another service 
brought to you by: 
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GSB 
• Rotisserie removable for 
flat grill cooking 
• Cone cover for smoke 
flavoring 
• Custom painted in choice 
of colors 
Versatile 
The Bar-B·Grill can be used. for 
grilling, roasting or smoking 
meats at any convenient 
location. Its sturdy trailer 
carriage allows highway use for 
any distance necessary. The 
Bar-B-Grill can be used or 
rented by caterers or lent as a 
public relations item by banks, 
chambers of commerce or meat 
packers. The Bar-B-Grill is THE 
cooking solution Tor company 
picnics, club parties, political 
gatherings or class reunions. 
~ Distributed by: 
CARRIAGE 
HOUSE 
griltsurface: J7" x69" 
Meat and Provision Company, Inc. 
1131 Dayton Road, Ames, Iowa 50010 
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!SU judges "Show 
by RON STERK 
Animal and Dairy Science majors: 
Need a part time job this summer? 
You have a better chance at the $25-a -
day job if you hold a masters or 
doctorate degree . There are no fringe 
benefits, no security. And it's mainly 
during the hottest time of the year-
latejune through mid-August. 
But the "job" is not as bad as it 
sounds. You can do it while holding 
another job. And once you get a name 
for yourself, you can do as few or as 
many as you like. 
The job is livestock judging. Judges 
are needed for county, area and state 
fairs in addition to numerous local, 
district, state and national breed 
shows. In those fairs able judges are 
needed to evaluate dairy and beef 
cattle, hogs, sheep, horses, poultry, 
rabbits and goats. Yes, even dairy goat 
classes are included in some fairs. 
Iowa State has many top judges in 
Iowa and the nation. Probably the 
greatest judge ever from Ames was 
Dean Kildee, after whom Kildee Hall, 
8 
home of the Department of Animal 
Science, is named. Kildee was 
renowned throughout the world for his 
ability to judge all species and all 
breeds, according to Dr. C. F. 
Foreman, professor in charge of Dairy 
Science and himself a name dairy 
judge. 
Other popular judges from Iowa 
State include Don Voelker - dairy, 
Paul Brackelsberg- beef and Lauren 
Christian - swine. Of course many 
more of the animal science faculty 
judge too. The four interviewed 
agreed that judging was more sub-
jective than objective (although that 
may be changing) and that despite the 
hot, dusty conditions, the exhibitors 
make judging worthwhile. 
"It's subjective at best ," Christian 
said. There are differences in judges as 
well as in animals, and unless figures 
on rate of gain in beef cattle and 
swine, backfat and loineye in swine 
and production in dairy cattle, are 
made available, the judge has only the 
animal before him to base his decision. 
And although many times the out-
come may not be what the exhibitors 
wanted (except for the grand 
champion) they usually accept that 
subjective decision. 
"It's more a disappointment than 
just plain being mad," Christian said. 
Although they "know" differently in 
their hearts. Thus there is just cause 
for judges to give good oral reasons for 
their placings. 
That's where the educational aspect 
comes in. And that's the main reason 
university faculty has traditionally 
been asked to judge livestock shows. 
They know their business and they 
know how to explain their placings to 
even the youngest exhibitor. 
However, there is a trend of fewer 
university and extension personnel in 
the judging arena, according to 
Foreman. Because more breeders and 
breeding association representatives 
are attending college today and 
picking up degrees, more and more 
people in the industry are capably 
placing livestock, he said. About 25 
years ago 90 percent of Iowa's livestock 
judges were from universities and state 
Iowa Agriculturist 
C. F. Foreman, Professor 
Style '' 
organizations, Foreman estimated. It 
is much less now. 
As a result many of the former and 
present college judges take part in 
judging workshops for young or new 
participants . They not only teach 
judges how to improve their skills, but 
also give suggestions for oral reasons. 
One of the main purposes of the 
workshops is so judges will be con-
sistent in their decisions. 
While the pros are perhaps 
teaching a general or ideal technique 
to young judges, each judge will 
develop the system that works best for 
him over time. That's exactly what the 
Iowa State judges have done. Each has 
his own style to strive for placing 
animals correctly in the least amount 
of time . 
Voelker, for a large class, inspects 
the cattle briefly when they enter the 
ring and places them into one of three 
classes-white, red, or blue. He then 
examines the white group to see if any 
should be moved up to the next higher 
red category, he said. He then 
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examines the red group in the same 
manner and moves any deserving red 
cattle up to the blue group. And 
sometimes he may kick an animal 
down into the white class. The blue 
ribbon group is finally evaluated and 
placed in 1-2-3 order. He then lines up 
the animals in order and again 
considers his placings. If he decides an 
animal should be placed differently, 
he moves it up. 
"i always move one up . It's a more 
positive approach than moving one 
down," Voelker said. 
"You go by comparison," the dairy 
judge explained, "especially in a small 
class." You work with a model type 
cow in mind and compare those in the 
ring to each other and to the model, 
he said. The judge weighs an animal's 
good and bad traits against those of its 
competitors. 
Dairy judges evaluate animals on a 
100 point basis. The criteria, prepared 
by the Purebred Dairy Cattle 
Association, includes 30 points each 
for appearance, the mammary system 
and 20 points each for dairy character 
and body capacity. 
Voelker has been judging for 30 
years . He judges about 10 days each 
summer. He doesn't try to judge a lot 
of shows, but continues to do some to 
help youth programs in some areas . 
"One to ten days out of the year we 
work on type and the rest of the year 
on production," Voelker related 
judging to university work. He has 
judged shows in Oklahoma , Kansas, 
Nebraska, Illinois, Minnesota and 
North Dakota. Voelker estimated that 
he had judged 70 of the (about) 100 
dairy shows in Iowa. 
Foreman judged his first county 
show 27 years ago and his first major 
dairy event 21 years ago. He also 
judges about 10 shows annually and 
has judged in Central and South 
America in addition to 27 states from 
California to Massachusetts. 
He summed up what he considers 
the most important characteristics to 
look for when judging dairy animals: a 
good udder, good feet and legs, body 
capacity and dairy character. 
"You look for those things in a cow 
and put it in the smoothest, prettiest 
package you can get," he said. "There 
is no perfect way to judge a class of 
cattle. Judges of any age can make 
mistakes." Foreman said some people 
claim judging is an art. But it is an art 
based on scientific principals, he 
added. 
When it comes to remembering 
animals and why he placed them, 
Foreman said he has little trouble 
because he concentrates totally on his 
job. If you concentrate completely on 
anything you can remember a visual 
picture , he said. And that is important 
when there can be as many as 150 cows 
in a single class. That was the case at 
one Minnesota State Junior Show for 
the three years and older Holstein 
class . He used much the same method 
as Voelker, placing animals into 
groups and working to the top group. 
Beef cattle are a somewhat different 
story than dairy animals. Although 
females, bulls and steers are judged in 
many shows, the market steer division 
is of major concern on the county 
level. 
Brackelsberg judges about six beef 
shows annually. He judged his first 
show in 1962 as a graduate student in 
Connecticut. That first show sticks in 
his memory well. It was a small event 
and after judging the usual species, he 
had to place a class of dairy goats. The 
young judge had never placed goats 
before , but he said he thinks his 
decisions were okay because the 
audience was pleased. 
For his initial placing, Brackelsberg 
lines the beef animals up for a side 
view. He then handles them to check 
for fatness and then lines the cattle up 
side- by-side based on the previous side 
view. Following a second handling, he 
checks front and rear views and then 
moves any animals that should be 
placed differently . Before making a 
final decision , he pulls the top three 
or four animals out and has them walk 
around the ring . This allows him to see 
how the animal moves and lets the 
audience make their decisions. 
Brackelsberg also uses any tabulated 
data that is available. Included are 
rate of gain and feed efficiency 
figures. But fairs vary widely in letting 
judges use this information. 
"Why have me stand out there and 
guess?" He questioned some shows' 
reluctance to provide information that 
would make the judges' decisions less 
subjective and more objective . "If the 
information is available, I think the 
judge ought to use it." 
Christian, considered one of the top 
swine judges in the country, has 
judged or held judging demonstrations 
in Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Spain, Coasta Rica and Mexico in 
addition to several states. The 
demonstrations included teaching 
judges and evaluating backfat and 
weight for age . The carcasses are also 
evaluated. 
Christian judged his first show m 
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"You work by comparison," Voelker says. judges work with a model type cow in mind and compare those in the ring to 
each other and to the model. 
1958 after graduation from Iowa 
State. He now judges about five county 
fairs and two or three state fair events 
yearly. 
His technique is to divide swine into 
groups based on growth rate (if 
available), structural soundness and 
carcass desirability. He then divides 
up the above average pigs. If a pig is 
deficient in one or more of the 
desirable traits , it will be placed lower. 
Although these men have been at 
judging a long time, they still find it 
difficult to categorize a "typical day" 
of judging. County fairs and other 
shows differ greatly in size and format. 
Ho~ever, the day usually starts 
early. Brackelsberg said it is common 
for him to be on the road by 5:00 
a.m., and drive over 100 miles (fairs 
also pay 15 cents per mile) for a show 
that starts at 8:00 . He is usually done 
by 4:00 p .m. But there are times when 
an event doesn't get over until late 
evening. 
"They are pretty long days," he 
said . "You get pretty tired behind the 
wheel coming home." 
Christian judged 600 head of swine 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the 
National Duroc Congress in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota . And one year he 
judged Junior, 4-H, FFA and open 
barrows and breeding stock from 
10:00 a.m . until 1:30 a .m. the next 
day at the Missouri State Fair. 
Voelker remembers when he judged 
two county fairs in one day, and the 
10 
largest show he ever judged, the 
Minnisota State Junior Show with 
about 400 head. He often judges 
through the noon hour because "it 
isn't that steady," he said. 
"I like doing four or five (fairs) ," 
Brackelsberg said , "But it starts to get 
old after a little while. I think it's good 
to have them." 
Then why do men with M.S. and 
Ph.D. degrees put up with the unset 
hours and hot work? All four judges 
agreed that it's the people. 
"Exhibitors of cattle are the finest 
people in the world," Foreman said. "I 
thoroughly enjoy working with dairy 
people. I really can't say I've had any 
problems." If he has good oral reasons 
for his placings the people generally 
agree. If someone does disagree with a 
placing, it is usually the parents of the 
very young exhibitor and not the kids, 
he said. 
Sometimes there is a problem with 
animal behavior, though. New 
exhibitors have halters come off or 
animals that lie down in the ring. He 
once had an artificial switch (tail) 
come off in his hand. And he's been 
kicked several times , but all that was 
hurt was "my dignity," Foreman 
recalled. 
"People are usually pretty good 
sports," Voelker agreed. 'Tm sure they 
talk when they get back to the barns." 
Voelker stresses that good public 
relations are important because many 
of the young people in shows. may 
consider attending Iowa State. "It's 
pretty important to say something 
good about an animal even though it is 
in last place. It is good human 
relations not to clobber a youngster 
with a poor animal." 
"I feel the people working with the 
animals are more important than the 
cattle, " Brackelsberg said. "It's more 
important to establish rapport with 
the exhibitor and let the exhibitor 
know you are doing a good job." 
Christian tries to talk to each in-
dividual before ribbons are passed out. 
He also talks to the ribbon winners 
later. 
Do all livestock judges judge like 
these men do? Of course not. But they 
all should stress the educational aspect 
of the showring. These men have tried 
to impart the need for good oral 
reasons and consistent judging. Those 
who make a lot of mistakes won't be 
judges very long, Foreman said. 
And when you get as good as the 
Iowa State judges, placing should 
come fast and easy. Like the time 
Voelker, Foreman and Arthur Porter, 
Professor Emeritus of Animal Science, 
were returning from the Minnesota 
Junior Dairy Show after a day's work. 
"Why don't you place that herd?" 
Porter asked Voelker as they drove 
past about 50 Holsteins in a pasture. 
But even the best judges might have 
trouble doing that. • 
Iowa Agriculturist 
photo courtesy ISU Archives 
Iowa State University, the brainchild of Iowa Congressmen, 
celebrates 109 years of educating students in the art of science with 
practice. In this 75th year of the Iowa Agriculturist, we dedicate 
the following 11 pages to a look at the college's illustrious past and 
a cast of characters responsible for the shaping of the university 
and its students. 
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Writers of the 1921 Agriculturist perfect their writing 
and agricultural skills by preparing another issue of the 
Ag. 
1858 ... 
1902 ... 
'~G" Brid es 
by LINDA BLAKE g 
In the dimly lit cubicle sat the hunched figure of a 
man, a young man. His garb clung to his back, displaying 
wrinkles that were products of long hours sitting in a 
stuffy room. Leaning back in the squeaky chair, his 
outstretched hands reached towards the barren ceiling, 
housing cold, visible pipes beneath dusty planks. The 
work before the worn out young man glistened with wet 
ink. Peering closely, one could observe the banner across 
the top: lolfa Agriculturist. 
The year was 1902. The young man sitting at the 
desk- De La Sheldon, first editor of the Ag. Sheldon 
knew little of putting out a magazine. The credentials he 
possessed included a pride for his college and the 
knowledge that Iowa Agriculture College needed a voice 
to send to the surrounding farmers. 
The first issue of the Ag was certainly a challenge. 
Not only was the staff inexperienced journalistically, but 
a college magazine had been attempted twice before and 
failed. 
But Sheldon and staff prevailed. From their 
headquarters in Old Botany, the first 28-page Iowa 
Agriculturist was completed. Pertinent material of the 
From Homestead to 
by RUSS PARKER 
The question was finally brought before the 
legislature, "Shall the bill now pass?". On the floor was 
bill No. 129 , "A bill for an Act to provide for the 
establishment of a State Agricultural College, which shall 
be connected with the entire agricultural interest of 
Iowa ." 
Two previous bills for an Agricultural College had 
failed, and there had been heated debate on this bill by 
money conscious legislators. Finally the votes were cast: 5 
nays, 49 yeas; Iowa was to have a new institute for higher 
education in agriculture. 
Five days later on March 22, 1858, the proposed bill 
became law. The act called for the organization of a 
model farm and a State Agricultural College and "that 
the course of instruction include philosophy, chemistry, 
botany, horticulture, fruit growing, forestry, 
meteorology, zoology, the veterinary art, surveying, 
leveling, book-keeping, and such mechanical arts as are 
directly connected with agriculture." 
The act appropriated $10,000 to find suitable land 
and establish a college through the purchase of selected 
properties. Story and Boone counties had a special in-
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terest in having the college located in their area and 
contributed over 2 times the original appropriation as 
inducement . 
So the search started for land suitable for such a 
place, keeping in mind the generosity of Story and Boone 
counties whose contributors saw the opportunities for 
potential land sales, employment and a close source of 
education for their children. A suitable site for the 
college was found in western Story County - close to the 
Boone county line. 
The original college farm was purchased from five 
different owners at a total cost of $5 ,379. By 1861 the first 
building on the present campus was completed . It was 
rented by Mr. W. H. Fitzpatrick and served as his home 
while he made first improvements on the land. Known as 
Farm House, it also served as a meeting place for 
trustees of the budding college and legislative committee 
members. 
In the meantime, Iowa became the first state to 
accept the terms of the Morrill Land Grant Bill in 
September 1863. President Lincoln signed the bill which 
declared that the government shall provide federal lands 
for the use of each state to establish at least one college 
Iowa Agriculturist 
College-Farm Gap 
day dealt with new research being conducted at the 
college, domestic tips for the farmer's wife and interesting 
anecdotes for the farmer's children. Very little material 
directed itself towards the college student. 
Printing processes for those first A gs were quite crude. 
All type was set by hand, the staffs hand. Upon 
graduation, not only could these Ag staffers adequately 
handle themselves in agricultural matters but their 
journalistic skills soon became apparent. 
Even with the Ag background though, it became 
obvious that a course of study should be offered for the 
journalistically inclined students at Ames. And so in 
1904, at the Chicago International Livestock Show, C. E. 
Curtiss, Dean of Agriculture proposed that an ag 
journalism curriculum be instigated at the college. It 
was, it succeeded and it soon expanded from a two-year 
study to a four-year program. 
With course work in ag journalism, the Ag provided a 
sound platform to gain experience. Since its conception 
the Ag has solely been produced by students. And they 
must have done a good job judging from the several 
awards and trophies donning the Ag office walls today. 
Perhaps the most memorable item to appear in the 
University 
whose course of study would include the traditional 
classical studies, but would emphasize subjects related to 
the nation's agricultural and industrial development. 
After a confrontation concerning who to award the grant 
to, the Iowa general assembly voted to award Iowa's grant 
to the agricultural college. 
The joint legis)ative committe appointed to visit the 
college in 1864 reported, ". . . After a thorough 
examination, (we) are of the opinion that it would have 
been difficult for the trustees to have made a selection 
more fully complying with the requirements of the law 
than the one (farm) purchased. It has upon it at least six 
different varieties of soil . . . it has more than 50 
variations of timber, bushes and shrubs, and running 
water, spring and well water in abundance, and plenty of 
gravel, stone, sand and material for brick. We know of no 
other farm of this size in the state combining so many of 
the leading characteristics of the lands of our state, as is 
found on this farm." 
Eventually, land was cleared, and the first classroom 
building, Old Main, was completed. Then in 1869 the 
first students arrived- Iowa State Agricultural College 
had become a reality. • 
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Ag was the April 1911 cover photo. That cover shows a 
shetland pony peering up at a large draft horse. Even 
today, reproductions of this photograph garb the walls of 
'many offices around the country. 
Originally, the Ag was a monthly magazine con-
taining few photographs and illustrations. The major 
audience was the farm sector. Slowly through the years, 
the audience emphasis switched to the Iowa State 
University student. 
Printing is now done by modern offset type. The Ag 
office is located in the Press Building offering easy ac-
cessibility to the Universtiy Press located in the lower 
levels of the Press Building. 
The magazine has been published continuously for 75 
years, excluding two years during World War II when 
most of the men left college to join the service. 
During that time, few women showed interest in 
commanding the Iowa Agriculturist. But that too has 
changed. A total of four women have edited the Ag, three 
within the last five years. 
Living through the evolution from horse-drawn power 
to horse-power, the Ag remains a steadfast spokesman for 
Iowa State University Agriculture. • 
photo courtesy ISU Bomb 
Farmhouse, built in 1861, was the first campus building 
erected. It housed the superintendent of the model farm, 
and in later years, the Dean of Agriculture. 
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''Tatna Jitn'' Wilson 
Ag Dean with a Scottish Flair 
photo courtesy ISU Arch ives 
by SUE HAYES 
T he nation's longest serving 
Secretary of Agriculture picked up 
many of his managerial skills as head 
of Iowa State's Department of 
Agriculture - even though his Ames 
department had only one student at 
the time. 
In 23 years James (Tama Jim) 
Wilson not only put agriculture at 
Iowa State College on its feet, but he 
also created in Washington, a 
Department of Agriculture with 
14,000 employees, a $25 million a year 
budget and a penchant for research. 
And he did it all with almost no 
formal education. 
It is not surprising that Tama Jim 
was able to take charge at ISC con-
sidering his broad background in 
agriculture and his experience as an 
editor, writer, and politician. Wilson 
was trusted and respected by fellow 
agriculturists. He was described by 
friends as "ambitious, energetic, 
optimistic, kind, open-minded, and 
having a lot of common sense." 
During the 1880's, Wilson and 
Henry Wallace were increasingly 
critical of what they regarded as a 
foot-dragging approach to Iowa 
State's "true mission" in agriculture. 
In 1890 , Wilson and Wallace formed a 
coalition demanding that Iowa State 
trustees act promptly to "make the 
college distinctly industrial and 
agricultural ." 
With the adoption of the 
reorganization plan and the ap-
pointment of Wilson as head of the 
Agriculture Department, a new em-
phasis was placed on improving the 
quality of agricultural education at 
"Tama]im" Wilson Iowa State. Although Wilson did not 
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have a college degree , this was not a 
handicap for him. 
Wilson brought to the classroom the 
practical experience he had gained on 
the farm and combined it with 
knowledge from reading the best and 
latest information on any subject. 
Wilson raised the instruction stan-
dards in the classroom by combining 
his ideas, enthusiasm, and practical 
experience with his assitants' 
research. 
Tama Jim did not believe that just 
anyone could be a farmer. He felt that 
one must take courses in agriculture, 
just as lawyers, doctors and preachers 
needed to be formally trained. 
"The farmer must be familiar with 
the relation of the soil , how to conserve 
its moisture, and how to remove the 
moisture when the ground is 
saturated .. . he must be familiar 
with the plants, and how they feed 
from the soil and air," Wilson 
believed. "He must be entirely familiar 
with animal life." 
Working at Iowa State, Wilson 
emphasized his ideas on agriculture 
education and the role of science. He 
opened an expanded program to "boys 
with good country schooling", 
established a specific prep course , 
instituted two-year, non-degree work , 
and set up a winter agriculture course. 
One of Wilson's goals was to develop 
a realistic research program in the 
experimental stations for the benefit of 
the farmer . He had faith in the ability 
of research to point the way to more 
sound agriculture doctrines, better 
farming and more farm prosperity. 
As a professor of agriculture at Iowa 
State, Wilson had a special interest in 
genetics, although it had not yet 
become a discipline. He developed a 
strong friendship with George 
Washington Carver and often 
discussed the possibilities of applying 
the principles of hereditary plant 
improvement to a practical im-
provement in livestock. 
When Wilson took over at Iowa 
State in 1891. only one student was 
enrolled in agriculture instruction . 
When he left to become Secretary of 
Agriculture in 1897, over 600 men and 
women were working m the 
agriculture or domestic science 
programs. 
At the age of 62 Tama Jim began his 
main job in life when he took over as 
Secretary of Agriculture in 1897 . 
Appointed by his long-time friend , 
President William McKinley, Wilson 
would hold the job for 16 years, longer 
than any other person has held a 
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cabinet position. 
Wilson brought to the office little 
formal education, but a great deal of 
natural ability and a wide variety of 
practical experience. Personally 
congenial, and a man of integrity, 
Wilson was popular within and outside 
his party (Republican). 
Wilson relied heavily on his Ames 
experience in running the Department 
of Agriculture. "My work at Ames 
makes the work here go more easily. I 
took charge of my work at the College 
with great hesitation, but I have no 
hesitation in taking hold here." 
The ultimate among Wilson's goals 
was national self-sufficiency. He set 
out to improve American agriculture 
by the diversification of crops. By 
finding a balanced relationship 
between animals and crops, the 
farmer could eliminate his depen-
dence on a single crop. 
Wilson helped diversify the nation's 
agriculture by introducing new seed-
plants and livestock strains. He sent 
trained experts to scour the world for 
new seeds, plants, animals and pest-
destroying insects. 
Wilson conceived the USDA as a 
national agency acting in the interests 
of all people, without sectional or 
political considerations. Traveling to 
the largely undeveloped South, he set 
up demonstration farm techniques 
there . He spent over $7 million im-
proving agriculture conditions in the 
South, which brought the government 
closer to the people than it had been 
since the Civil War. 
Wilson established experimental 
stations in all parts of the United 
States and improved their working 
relationship with state agriculture 
colleges. 
As the USDA tackled fresh 
assignments, Wilson creased the 
number of its employees from 2,444, 
to over 14,000 in his 16 years in office. 
He was able to increase appropriations 
from $3 million in 1897 to almost $25 
million in 1913. He also reorganized 
the department in 1901 to facilitate 
research. 
Tama Jim served under three 
presidents while he was Secretary of 
Agriculture. He was a close friend of 
McKinley. Under Theodore Roosevelt 
he was a trusted political advisor and 
efficient manager. 
When William Howard Taft took 
over in 1909 , it was not expected that 
Wilson would be re-appointed. But 
Wilson had maintained his popularity 
in rural areas and was known as an 
effective compromiser between 
conservative and progressive factions. 
When people heard that Wilson might 
not be retained, they appealed to Taft 
with letters, telegrams and petitions. 
TamaJim stayed in office. 
Wilson promoted passage of such 
measures as the Food and Drug Act , 
the Meat Inspection Law and the 
Forest Conservation Law. His agents 
conducted regular inspection of meat 
packing plants, policed the food and 
drug industry, and improved relations 
with farmers. 
Tama Jim's ability to retain his 
position contributed to the prosperity 
of agriculture. He lost his cabinet seat 
at the age of 78 when Woodrow 
Wilson, a Democrat , became 
president in 1914. 
Tama Jim was born in Scotland in 
1835 , the oldest of 14 children. He 
moved with his family to Connecticut 
in 1851. Not satisfied with the future 
farming prospects in Connecticut , the 
family heard a favorable report of 
Iowa and moved to Traer, in Tama 
County in 1855 . 
Wilson soon acquired his own land 
in Iowa and started farming. When 
the Civil War broke out, it was ex-
pected that Tama Jim or his brother 
Peter enlist. Peter, being the stronger 
of the two , agreed to go. Before he 
left, Peter and Tama Jim made an 
agreement to divide the farm equally 
when Peter returned from the war. 
While Peter was at war, Tama Jim 
expanded the farm from 80 to 320 
acres, and stocked it completely. 
When Peter came home, Tama Jim 
split the farm down the middle, land, 
livestock, and everything. Tama Jim's 
farm eventually grew to 1100 acres. 
Tama Jim completed his 12 years of 
schooling at Grinnell College. But he 
was largely self-educated . He learned 
parliamentary procedures by 
memorizing Robert's Rules of Order 
while husking corn. 
Tama Jim began his career in 
politics in 1864 as a member of the 
county board of supervisors. He was 
elected to the Iowa State Legislature in 
1867 and served the 12th, 13th, and 
14th General Assembly, the last session 
as Speaker of the House. 
In 1872, Wilson was elected to the 
U.S. Congress and served two terms. It 
was while in Congress that he acquired 
the name Tama Jim , to distinguish 
him from James F. Wilson, the U.S. 
Senator from Iowa. 
Tama Jim was the first farmer from 
Iowa to serve Congress, and he was a 
member of the agriculture committee. 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Students judging class of horses outside Shattuck (1912) 
Draft horse exercising outside the Landscape Architecture Building 
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1902 ... 
Curtiss - the 
Stalwart of ISC 
by SHERRY NEWELL 
Two young boys who spent their childhood years 
together back in the 1800's both became famous. One 
was Billy Sunday, baseball player and evangelist. The 
other was Charles F. Curtiss, former Iowa State Dean of 
Agriculture. 
In the days when one of the Dean's duties was making 
sure all the livestock was locked in at night.Dean Curtiss 
was working to make Iowa State's Agriculture College one 
to respect. At that time he was known as the man who 
drove a matching team of bay horses about campus; now 
he is known as one of the great men in the history of 
Agriculture . 
Dean Curtiss took his position in 1902, when he 
replaced James Wilson, and remained Dean until 1932. 
When Curtiss became Dean of Agriculture , there was one 
course and one instructor in the college, but Curtiss soon 
began the four year agriculture curriculum, and the ag 
engineering, ag journalism, and ag education depart-
ments. He also implemented the nation's first 
Cooperative Extension Service, including the 4 -H Club of 
Iowa . 
According to people who knew him, Curtiss was as 
well known for his unique character as he was for his 
accomplishments. Many remember him as the man who 
made Farm House the center of Iowa State social ac-
tivities, such as student meetings, parties, and receptions 
for visiting dignitaries. 
His family contributed to the charm Farm House was 
said to have while Curtiss lived there. His wife, Olive, was 
a gourmet cook and energetic hostess, and his three red-
haired daughters played hide-and-seek about the college 
farm and rode their ponies through the front door in 
their youth. Later all three girls were Phi Beta Phi 
members and married there, and still later his grad-
daughter built pigpens in the lawn during her visits . 
Seaman Knapp, a friend, remembers Curtiss' strolls 
about the campus using his cane, which he touched to the 
ground on every fourth step, and brought up to his 
shoulder on every second one. More often than not , 
Curtiss could be found atop his horse , "Maggie Mc-
Donald," or in his patent leather carriage with its 
decorated whip socket. He eventually owned two cars, a 
sedan and a roadster, the roadster being more popular 
with the Dean, especially with its top down. 
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Curtiss was himself a graduate of what was then Iowa 
State College. He tended a livestock farm until 1890, 
when he went for his Masters, which he received in 1894. 
He worked several years as the State Statistical Agent for 
the USDA, and assisted the experiment station at the 
college. He joined the faculty of Iowa State as Professor 
of Animal Husbandry and Assistant Director of the Ex-
periment Station in 1896. This background brought him 
attention as a livestock judge, and when time allowed, he 
judged many large shows in the United States and 
Canada. 
According to his successor , Dean Andre, Curtiss was 
described as "best liked and most hated," since he was 
stern-appearing and hard-working, yet slightly 
uninhibited by all of his importance. During one of his 
trips, he was asked to get off a train in Italy .because he 
had put his feet up on the cushions. 
Curtiss managed the 948 acre college farm, but he 
really kept in shape and in splendid health by chopping 
wood and tending livestock on his own 330 acre farm 
outside of Ames. There he kept prize-winning swine, 
beef, and horses. It was called " Rockwood." 
His second daughter, Edith, was a pioneer in what 
was then a man's field, because of her father's influence. 
She was one of the few girls in agriculture, majoring in 
animal husbandry at the college, and she was one of the 
belles of the school. Edith Curtiss was also a much-
demanded judge of livestock shows, and an excellent 
horsewoman. 
Dean Curtiss was one of the men who contributed to 
the Iowa State College of Agriculture's great success. 
Perhaps his skill as a leader could be explained by Curtiss' 
own words from his book, "Some Foundations in 
Agriculture Education" : "There is no shortcut to ag 
leadership. It does not come about quickly nor easily. It 
comes, if at all, through the long devotion to high ideals 
and unselfish service, through unswerving integrity and 
honor , through strong, upright character and devotion to 
a worthy cause." 
Agriculture Hall was renamed Curtiss Hall after his 
death in 1945. He was also made Dean Emeritus. When 
he was honored at a reception at the time of his 
retirement, Curtiss simply said, "My feeling today is that 
you give me too much credit. It is easy to work for a good 
cause."• 
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Students Pri111ed with 
Books and Callouses 
by DON DAVI DSON 
T all, waving prairie grass. A quiet 
creek running through a small ravine. 
Muddy, rutted wagon paths. An old 
farm house with a cluster of livestock 
buildings nearby. 
An old midwestern homestead, 
right? 
But this also describes Iowa State 
University in 1868 . 
My name is Charles Dietz, the first 
student enrolled at Iowa State. 
I was only 15 when I left home in 
Pottawattamie County in October of 
1868 to go to the new state agriculture 
college. I arrived in Ames by railroad 
(as did most of the other 63 men and 4 
women students). After looking 
around Ames, I gathered my bags at 
the station and walked the two miles of 
muddy roads to the college. 
The central college building, Old 
Main, was only half-built so I was 
assigned to temporary sleeping 
quarters in the Farm House . One of 
the instructors then put me to work 
with a team of horses hauling fur -
niture from the Chicago and Nor· 
thwestern depot in Ames to the 
college. 
Later, in November, Old Main was 
completed and all 68 students and 
four faculty members (including their 
families) moved into Old Main to find 
themselves in a time of hardships. 
That first winter stressed students 
and faculty alike. Candles provided 
the only light. These were distributed 
to us after supper (sometimes I ducked 
back into line so I could get more). No 
indoor plumbing existed - the water 
was pumped from a spring located 
north of the barns. The furnace in Old 
Main worked poorly , heating only the 
hallways . Once in awhile the furnace 
sent smoke drifting up through the 
floors. 
But student life existed , as simple as 
it was hard. Luxuries were scarce, with 
only the more affluent of us owning 
more than just our names. I remember 
as we approached Old Main for the 
first time. The proctor greeted us at 
the door with a hearty welcome and 
handed us a bedtick (mattress bag) 
which we filled with straw from the 
dairy barn , and hauled up the four 
flights of stairs to our room in Old 
Main. 
The college admission requirements 
were few in those early days. Students 
had to be at least 14-years-old , have 
completed the 10th grade or have a 
teacher's certificate, and had to show 
competence in grammar, speech, 
history, math and geography. 
Since most of us in that first class 
were from the farm and had received 
only rural schooling, we proved ex-
ceedingly deficient in these subjects (as 
shown by the entrance exams the 
instructors gave us) . Therefore, we 
were required to take preparatory 
classes in the winter before we could 
start on the freshman course of study. 
President Welch officially opened 
the college in March of 1869 - the 
beginning of spring term which lasted 
until July . The second term started 
late in July and ended in November . 
Our vacations lasted from 
Thanksgiving to late February. Most 
of us students used this vacation time 
to teach at rural schools back home. 
Just as students taught school with 
limited experience, the ISC professors 
proved proficient in a variety of 
subjects. President Welch taught 
many things including rhetoric , 
landscape and gardening, livestock 
breeding, elements of criticism; 
psychology, geology , political 
Stiffly-dressed students pay strict attention to a lecture on horse judging in Old Main. photo courtesy ISU Archives 
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The early campus was dominated by Old Main. It contained classrooms and living space for both faculty and students. 
economy, history and sociology. 
For many students, college meant 
financial hardships. Only a few 
students had any money when they 
came to college- most of us had none 
at all. The administration tried to 
make it easier for us to "make a go of 
it" by not charging a fee for tuition or 
rent for rooms in Old Main (until 
1876, when they started charging $3 to 
$4 a month for rent). The college 
offered wholesale prices for books at 
the college bookstore, usually ranging 
from 10 cents to $3. Even the railroads 
were enticed to help relieve our 
financial burden by charging special 
rates during March and November 
when students traveled back and forth 
to home. 
Still, prices weren't eased up on 
everything. For example, there were 
only four laundrywomen in Ames and 
they all charged about 60 cents a week 
for doing our laundry. Shirts and 
pants could be purchased for 20 cents 
apiece and a good pair of shoes cost 
about a dollar. Our costs for the 
school year amounted to $150. 
The Morrill Land-Grant Act of 
1862 (which provided the funds for the 
building of our school) required that 
all students of land-grant colleges be 
employed in manual labor for the 
service of the college. This meant we 
worked- in the fields, workshops or 
kitchens- for no less than three hours 
every afternoon of the week. At first 
we weren't paid for this work but 
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eventually we received wages for our 
labor ranging from three to 10 cents 
per hour, depending on the type of 
work. However, these wages couldn't 
pay for more than one-half of our 
school costs- the faculty wouldn't 
allow it. 
The work I did varied. At one time 
or another I helped harvest the crop, 
dig post holes, build fences, survey for 
roads and walks, transplant trees and 
bushes on campus and dig sewers. The 
girls usually worked in the kitchens of 
the dining hall. Faculty members in 
the classroom turned into supervisors 
in the fields and workshops. 
After working at a job for a year or 
so, you would eventually end up a 
clerk or library assistant. One day 
during my sophomore year, I was 
wheeling a wheelbarrow load of 
cement to the chemistry building when 
Dr. Foote, the math instructor, 
stopped me. 
"Let me see your hands, Mr. Dietz," 
he said. 
I showed him the callouses I 
received from the rough handles of the 
wheelbarrow. He inspected them 
carefully. 
"From now on, you'll work in the 
bookstore as a clerk," he said. 
According to the college ad-
ministration, the labor aided the 
students in their studies and helped 
them realize the practical applications 
of these studies. 
A second reason for the labor 
requirement involved the farm boys' 
parents who feared their offspring 
would take to the "cultured learnin' " 
they received and would not return to 
the farm - so the labor served as a 
reminder to those students as to where 
their duties rested after they 
graduated. 
However, the student labor traveled 
astray. Greedy, ambitious students 
held the best paying jobs. Con-
sequently, the college depleted its 
employment fund. Therefore the 
college eliminated the labor 
requirement in 1884. 
As the college developed, the total 
number of students remained constant 
(around 300), but discipline of student 
life by the faculty and president 
worsened. 
The big bell behind Old Main 
regulated our life. Every morning the 
bell rang at five-thirty to wake us to 
get ready for the room inspection by 
faculty held at seven. If everything 
wasn't in order in the room, we were 
sent to the President's office after 
breakfast. 
I remember one cold morning, my 
roommate put wool socks on his feet, 
sat in his chair and put his feet on the 
study table. He promptly dozed off. 
When Dr. Foote found him that way 
at inspection time, he became upset 
and sent my roommate to Dr. Welch's 
office to be reprimanded. 
Classes went from eight to twelve, 
dinner was served at twelve-thirty and 
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Athletic events took the place of "class scraps" in 1908. 
than we labored for three hours 
beginning at one. 
After four in the afternoon, we were 
free until chapel services at six, which 
was required attendance . Supper was 
served at six-thirty and then we 
studied from seven to ten o'clock. 
Lights went out at ten . Slumber lasted 
until the five-thirty bell 's hollowed 
ring aroused us for another day . 
To control discipline , the college 
imposed a demerit (black marks) 
system. Breaking a college rule 
denoted demerits . An accumulation of 
15 demerits expelled a student. 
One demerit could be given for 
breaking any of the following rules ; 
leaving the college grounds without 
permission , leaving rooms after hours, 
destruction or defacing of college 
property , playing cards , smoking and 
drinking and m1ssmg a daily or 
Sunday chapel. If a boy was caught on 
one of the girls' floors, he received 14 
of the maximum 15 demerits. 
Military service was required for 
every male student in the early years. 
Two to three afternoons a week were 
spent in drill practice, but the form 
and order of the ranks were less than 
perfect. Oftentimes, we would con-
duct sham battles against each other. 
These usually resulted in the em-
barrassment of the "soldiers" and an 
angry commander . 
A friend of mine, Herbert Osborn 
(Osborn Cottage), told me about a 
story concerning his assignment to the 
artillery squad. 
"One time during a sham battle, " 
he said , "the cannon, protected by a 
canvas 'fort ,' was to repel an attack of 
infantry. But unfortunately at the first 
shot we blew up our fort!" 
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Social interactions between men 
and women were limited more than 
anything else . 
Many of the men and women met 
each other at dinner or in the Saturday 
night literary societies , formed for the 
purpose of discussing literature works 
and presenting orations and debates. 
Student dating was almost non-
existent during the pioneer years of 
Iowa State. When couples did date , 
the date consisted of a game of croquet 
on a Saturday afternoon. Each couple 
had to be with another couple at all 
times and both couples had to remain 
within 15 feet of each other. 
President Welch banned dancing at 
Iowa State in 1882 , as he considered it 
to be morally injurious to the student 
in that it kept him from concentrating 
on his studies. 
Since we all lived in Old Main , we 
generally thought of ourselves as 
brothers and sisters. Everybody knew 
everyone else and each person carried 
a nickname such as "Uncle Sam," 'Jim 
Crow" and "Chaucer ." 
Because of this general feeling of 
fraternity, members of secret 
fraternities were disliked . These secret 
fraternities met late at night , setting 
up initiation rites for membership and 
making plans for special dinners. 
The feelings between members of 
these secret fraternities and the rest of 
us became so tense that a fraternity 
banquet was raided in 1888 and some 
of the fraternity members were 
physically hurt when gas was turned 
on them. This action was brought 
before the State School Board of 
Education and resulted m the 
outlawing of fraternities and sororities 
(Greeks) by President Beardshear in 
photo courtesy ISU Archives 
Freshman-Sophmore Tug-of- War, 
west of Morill Hall 
1891. The fraterniti es and sororities 
were reinstated in 1904 . 
We rarely had time for athletics 
back then (because of the labor), but 
we did have a recreation hour every 
day from four to five in the afternoons. 
Saturday afternoons were also free. 
The popular game in the 1870's and 
1880's was baseball , with the faculty 
frequently playing against the students 
in intramural-type games. In the 
1890's, interest mounted in football, 
tennis , and bicycling. 
By the l 890's, our student life had 
become more risque, despite the 
threat of receiving demerits or ex-
pulsion from the college. 
Some of my fellow students became 
pranksters, sejting up instructors for 
practical jokes. One trick was to set 
a bucket of water on top of a slightly 
ajar door - then when the instructor 
would come through and open the 
door further, he would get doused 
with water. This trick happened to 
physics Professor Franklin an average 
of once a week. 
Another big challenge was to 
venture into the orchards at night 
after curfew and steal the ripened fruit 
that hung there. 
The steam pipes in Old Main 
provided convenient ways of 
telegraphic communications between 
men's and women's floors . During the 
summer, boys and girls would secretly 
meet on campus after the lights went 
out and go for midnight walks, even 
though they knew if they were caught 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Don'ts for the Sickroom 
not at all. Don't forget that sunlight is one of the most effective 
germ destroyers. 
Don't be afraid of fresh air because it is cold. Keep the 
patient well covered, out of the draft, and open up the 
windows. 
Don't ask a patient what he would like to eat. He will 
better relish that which the nurse's judgment provides. 
Don't taste food in the presence of the patient. 
Don't forget that the absence of cleanliness and 
ventilation invite disease germs to live with you at your 
expense. 
Don't forget that an overloaded tray is never dainty, 
and therefore, never apetizing. 
Don't allow strong light to fall upon the face of the 
patient. 
Don't talk to the patient about his temperature, 
pulse, etc. Reserve these for conversation with the doctor 
out of the patient's hearing. 
Don't place the dresser in a position where the patient 
can look into the mirror. 
Don't permit either the long faced or the noisy caller 
to visit with the patient, particularly if he be a nervous 
one.• 
Don't whisper in the sick room; speak in low tones or 
(Continued from page 15} 
He also introduced the bill giving 
cabinet statue to the Department of 
Agriculture. At the end of his second 
term, Wilson stepped down, in ac-
cordance with Iowa law, and returned 
to his farm. 
Besides farming, Wilson was editor 
and co-owner of the Traer Clipper and 
helped put the paper on its feet. He 
also edited the farm section of the Des 
Moines Register. After selling the 
Clipper, he and E.E. Taylor, 
publisher of the Traer Star, formed a 
syndicate, furnishing three columns of 
farm reading material to about 50 
Iowa newspapers. 
Besides newspapers, Tama Jim 
wrote for agriculture journals m-
cluding the Iowa Homestead. He 
served as State University Regent 
between 1870 and 1874. Wilson was 
appointed a member of the railroad 
Commission of Iowa for the purpose of 
investigating and reporting on 
transportation. 
His success as comm1ss10ner led 
Wilson to be re-elected to Congress. 
But his opponent, B. Frederick, 
contested the outcome of the election 
and with the help of the Democratic 
party, Frederick's protest was upheld. 
The House, however, did not take up 
the resolution to unseat Wilson until 
the close of the congressional session. 
Finally Wilson volunteered to give up 
his seat if a bill placing General Grant 
on the retired list with the grade of 
lieutenant-general was passed. This 
was accepted by the House, and 
Wilson again returned to his farm in 
Iowa. 
It was during the following years 
that Wilson took over the roles as head 
of the agriculture department and 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
Wilson died in 1920 at the age of 85. 
His advocacy of a practical, vocational 
emphasis m agriculture is still 
I WANT: <Please 
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practiced today. Perhaps his most 
favored expression was: "Science and 
education, if they are to help the 
farmer at all, must have an 
agricultural squint." • 
(Continued from page 21} 
it would mean a reprimand from the 
President. 
Margaret Hall was built in 1895 
with the consequence that all the 
women students (about 200 at that 
time) moved into it. The men con-
tinued living in Old Main. 
In 1900, the north half of Old Main 
burned down and was totally 
evacuated. The remammg half 
burned down in 1902. 
I was sorry to see it go. Its 
destruction meant that the old lifestyle 
had ended. All that was left of the 
early days were memories of the good 
times, the family-life feeling among 
those of us who had lived in 0 Id Main.• 
The Iowa 
Agriculturist 
The famous paper from 
the farmer school. 
Valuable articles from 
the pens of noted men. 
This is a good time to 
renew. 
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Rabies 
by JOE ROSE 
The hawk circled wearily above, its 
flight slightly irregular. It neared the 
ground and made a wobbly landing. 
After trying fruitlessly to regain flight, 
it calmly surveyed the surrounding 
area. It showed no fear of the humans 
around it and acted very friendly. 
If a similar incident should happen 
to you, beware. The bird could have 
rabies. 
Most, if not all, warmblooded 
animals are susceptible to infection 
with rabies virus, but until recently, 
rabies was not regarded as a disease of 
birds. In most cases where the in-
fection has been observed in birds, it 
was experimentally induced. 
But Dr. Patricia M. Gough, 
researcher at the Veterinary Medical 
Research Institute, Iowa State 
University, has isolated anti-bodies 
against rabies in several wild bird 
species. 
"We happened on rabies in birds 
quite by accident," Gough said. "My 
laboratory shares a cooler with 
another researcher who works with 
birds. A technician was running rabies 
tests on some of our serum samples 
and she picked up a sample of hawk 
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blood by mistake. Her test showed 
positive results." 
Gough said that since it was believed 
that birds were not affected by rabies, 
the technician got a lot of teasing 
about her "rabid hawk." 
"After we did some thinking about 
the positive results, we decided that 
maybe some tests should be initiated," 
Gough said. "We discovered that 
predatory and scavenger birds did 
indeed become infected with rabies." 
Rabies has not been found outside the 
predatory and scavenger species. 
As a part of a survey for serologic 
evidence of ex.posure of wildlife to 
several infectious agents, 343 birds of 
22 different species were tested for 
rabies. The virus anti-bodies were 
observed in 23 samples. This is a 
significant number. 
The birds eat the prey and carcasses 
of rabid animals and then they could 
get the disease. The birds in turn can 
transmit the disease by being eaten by 
other mammals or birds. Eating rabid 
animals is a greater contact method 
than being bitten. 
At present, a minimum of 70 per 
cent of the reported cases of rabies 
f 
occur m wildlife. "The incidence of 
wildlife rabies is increasing and the 
domestic cases are decreasing," Gough 
said. Studies have been initiated to 
find out why. 
A drop in reported cases of rabies 
was seen about four years ago when 
the state of Iowa began charging a fee 
for the rabies tests. This doesn't mean 
that the actual number of cases 
dropped. It means that people didn't 
want to pay to have the tests per- · 
formed. 
Most rabies are transmitted by 
skunks. Cattle are probably second in 
contacting rabies in the state of Iowa. 
"Cows are very stupid," Gough said. 
"When a cow sees a rabid animal, it 
has to investigate by putting its nose on 
the sick animal." 
In a recent study of 83 rabid 
animals; 64 per cent were skunks and 
20 per cent were cattle. Domestic cats 
and dogs were quite a distance behind 
with eight per cent and four per cent, 
respectively. 
The virus apparently adapts to 
various species. "Raccoons are 
basically free of the disease in Iowa," 
Gough said, "but they are the mam 
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source m Florida . The fox has the 
most diagnosed cases of rabies in the 
Appalachians." The fox was the leader 
of reported cases in the U.S. but the 
skunk has gradually taken its place. 
The threat of rabies to man hit 
bottom about 1960 when im-
munization of dogs and cats became 
common. However , the recent back to 
nature boom has increased the 
possibility of humans coming in 
contact with the disease by being 
exposed to wildlife . 
Post innoculation treatments can 
greatly reduce the threat of rabies to · 
humans. A prophylactic, or 
preventative immunization is available 
for people who work with or around 
wild animals . A common method is 
the three shot series with a duck 
embryo vaccine. A fairly new human 
diploid vaccine is now available as a 
fully licensed product. Until last year 
it was required that the recipient of 
the human diploid vaccine sign a 
release statement before the injection 
could be given. This was similar to the 
release for the swine flue shots given 
this year . 
Worry and trauma of having to get 
the series of stomach injections after 
contacting rabies is a greater threat to 
humans than the threat of death. 
There are very few human deaths due 
to rabies today because of modern 
innoculation procedures. 
Hydrophobia, foaming at the 
mouth, is not necessarily a charac-
teristic of rabies. The more evident 
symptom to look for is an abnormal 
behavior, such as staggering or 
wandering at random. 
"Some skunks become docile and 
friendly," Gough said . "They have 
been found in parking lots and people 
think that they are someone's pet." 
People that take baby wild animals 
home as pets are risking a contact with 
rabies because the incubation period 
for the disease can be a month or 
more. 
"If the young animal's mother died 
of rabies, the young has a good chance 
of contacting the disease," Gough 
said. "Then suddenly the new 'pet' 
owner has a little rabid pet." • 
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Tom Harkin Pre~ 
photos by Linda Blake 
Iowa Agriculturist 
ingtonD.C. 
ses the Issues 
Helping Young Farmers Get Started 
by Marcia Zar ley 
'Editor's note: Agriculturist editor 
Linda Blake and staff writer Marcia 
Zarley interviewed Congressman Tom 
Harkin (Dem.-Fifth District) in his 
Ames office recently to record his 
views on agricultural issues. 
Harkin, a 1962 Iowa State 
graduate, is serving his second term as 
a member of the House Agriculture 
and the Science and Technology 
Committees. 
Q. WHAT IS THE 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
DOING TO HELP YOUNG 
FARMERS START A BUSINESS? 
A. The Agriculture Committee just 
passed a bill that would increase 
funding for the Farmers Home Ad-
mm1stration for ownership and 
operating loans. There is also talk of 
long term loans with low repayments 
at first and balloon payments toward 
the end. Senator McGovern has also 
sponsored a Young Farmers 
Homestead Act that would provide for 
Changes Under a New Administration 
Q. WHAT CHANGES DO YOU 
FORESEE IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF AGRICULTURE 
UNDER THE NEW AD-
MINISTRATION? 
A. Secretary Bergland will be 
making profound changes in the 
department. The USDA will become a 
source of information on nutrition and 
other public information. There will 
be more in the consumer information 
end, although the basis will still be 
production, price supports, and 
agricultural research . 
I think students should be watching 
for signals in the change of direction of 
agricultural research . . . including 
research toward an easily available 
source of N03 fertilizer. The 23,000 
registered pesticides present another 
Limiting Corporate Investments in Land 
Q. HOW WILL AMENDMENTS 
TO THE FOOD ST AMP 
PROGRAM AFFECT COLLEGE 
STUDENTS? 
A. It appears that college students 
will not be eligible for food stamps 
unless their families would otherwise 
qualify. Married and self-supporting 
students may qualify if they meet the 
financial criteria . • 
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Q. HOW CAN CONGRESS 
PREVENT CORPORATE TRUST 
INVESTMENT IN FARM LAND 
FOR TAX BREAKS LIKE THE 
CHICAGO BANK'S AG LAND 
FUND IDEA? 
A. The Agriculture Committee Held 
hearings in February and expressed 
their opposition. Public reaction was 
so vehement that the band dropped 
the idea. But the only thing we could 
do in the future would be to change 
the tax laws so investment funds do not 
have a tax advantage. This would be 
difficult since other non-profit 
religious and educational institutions 
government purchase of land. The 
young farmer would lease the land for 
two to seven years then purchase it at 
75 per cent of the appraised market 
value at the time of the sale or the 
purchase cost to the government, 
whichever is greater. 
A Senate Agriculture Subcommittee 
held hearings on the act in June 1976, 
but the USDA opposed the legislation 
and it died without action last session. 
McGovern reintroduced the bill (S. 
752) in the 95th Congress in February. 
Iowa Senator Dick Clark is among the 
10 co-sponsors.• 
potentially harmful situation. With 
increased use, there is more chance for 
abuse . . . I expect Congress to 
extend the October 1977 expiration 
date of the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA) this year to insure that the 
Environmental Protection Agency has 
enough time to study the en-
vironmental concerns of all these 
chemicals. • 
use land for investment purposes. We 
would have to draw a very fine line 
separating the two groups. • 
Q. DO YOU SPONSOR IN-
TERNSHIPS FOR STUDENTS? 
A. Each summer I sponsor four 
internships lasting from one to three 
months in Washington, D.C. or my 
district offices in Ames and Council 
Bluffs. The summer jobs are usually 
filled by fall, so students should apply 
early. We can also arrange programs 
for academic credit. I would be most 
interested in students with 
backgrounds in energy, agriculture or 
foreign affairs. • 
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Bonnie Bell offers Students advice during a lab. 
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First Female 
Bonnie Be 
by MARCIA GRAESCH 
"W elcome to the first day of 
Animal Science 114. This is section 
"A" so check your schedules to make 
sure you're in the right class." 
Nothing unusual about this opening 
speel. Most instructors start out with 
these lines the first day of classes. 
"My name is Bonnie Bell and I'll be 
your instructor this quarter." 
A female Animal Science in-
structor? Unheard of. Only males are 
qualified to teach Animal Science, 
right? Wrong. Women are proving to 
be just as capable as men in 
agricultural-related working positions 
and Bonnie Bell is just one good 
example. 
Emmit Haynes of the ISU Animal 
Science Department says about three 
other women have interviewed in the 
past couple of years at the Animal 
Science Department. One of those 
women decided to take another job 
and Haynes could not say why the 
others were not hired. He says the 
Animal Science 114 teaching position 
was open and advertised and Bell was 
hired because of her background and 
training. 
Haynes went on to say the depart-
ment of Animal Science is not con-
cerned with whether the person in-
terviewed is male or female but rather 
what the capabilities of the person are. 
Both males and females are subjected 
to the same type of interview as far as 
background, college education, 
masters thesis and research are 
concerned, according to Haynes. 
He says everyone goes through a 
rough interview including two full 
days of interviewing with professors in 
the department plus an evening 
session. "I felt sorry for her (Bell) 
because we put these people through a 
rigorous interview. Bonnie got the 
position on her own merit and because 
we liked her as an individual," says 
Haynes. "We're quite pleased with 
her. She's fitted into the course quite 
well and as an advisor she's done 
extremely well," he concludes. 
Bell agrees that the interview was 
demanding. The first day, she was 
Iowa Agriculturist 
!Animal Science Instructor 
II Provides New Dimension 
taken through the Animal Science 
department and introduced to the 
various professors where she spent a 
great deal of time answering the staffs 
questions . She was asked basic 
questions like those concerning her 
teaching experience and what she 
would like to work on for her Ph.D. 
Later that evening she went out to 
dinner with Dr. Haynes and Dr. and 
Mrs . Ewing. She was then told she 
could have the job if she wanted it. 
From her office in Kildee Hall , Bell 
explains why she entered the field of 
animal science . " I guess my love for 
animals and my farm background 
were the deciding factors ," Bell says . 
" I think a person should do whatever 
they are best at and whatever they 
enjoy doing, which is why I went into 
animal science," she says. 
Bell says her love for animals 
probably stems from the fact that she 
was always helping her father outside 
on the farm when she was younger . 
Having no brothers and only one sister 
who was the "indoors-type ," Bell says 
she was usually off by herself or 
around the livestock . "People tend to 
really bother me at times ," says Bell , 
"and I prefer to work with animals 
more than people for this reason." 
On her parents ranch outside of 
Reno , Nevada , Bell says she had all 
the various chores that other farm 
youngsters had . She helped raise calves 
and colts , baled hay and helped her 
father with the branding and vac-
cinating of their cattle . 
Girls were not allowed in FFA when 
Bell was young but she did spend six 
years or so as a member of 4-H where 
she had a steer project each year . "I 
never made any money from my 4-H 
projects because I was too fond of my 
steers to sell them ," says Bell. The club 
was something virtually all of her 
girlfriends belonged to , she says, so she 
joined the club to get involved and 
gain experience. 
After graduating from Churchill 
County High School in Fallon, Nev . , in 
1970, Bell attended the University of 
Nevada at Reno, graduating with her 
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Bachelor of Science in Agricultural 
Education in 1974. During two of her 
college years Bell worked on a ranch 
helping out with a cow-calf operation 
at Fallon. She also student-taught 
Animal Science and welding to high 
school classes in Yearington , Nev. , in 
the fall of 1973. 
Bell finished up her education at the 
University of Nevada in 1976 with her 
masters in Animal Nutrition. She 
came to Iowa State on October 1, 1976 
and has since made her home at l 19K 
Kildee Hall teaching two sections of 
Animal Science 114 , Animal 
Production. 
Comparing Iowa State with 
Nevada , Bell says there is basically a 
different breed of people at ISU. 
"People are so much more formal here 
(ISU) in their actions and mannerisms. 
I'm used to a small , first-name basis 
department , not like it is here where 
everyone is a Mr., Mrs. , or Professor 
So-and-So, " she explains. 
Although Bell will be leaving ISU at 
the end of May to teach statistics at the 
University of Nevada in Reno , she says 
she's enjoyed her time at ISU. ''I've 
really enjoyed working with the 
students here because they're a great 
bunch to work with, " Bell says. She 
went on to say that working with Dr. 
Warner on the livestock judging has 
been extremely enjoyable also . 
Besides teaching, Bell thinks her 
future plans will include ranching, her 
first love , and possibly teaching a few 
night classes at her hometown com· 
munity college if she can . 
Did Iowa State present any 
problems for Bell? "My only disap· 
pointment came during a lab session," 
Bell says . "I had been informed what 
aspects of animal science I would be 
teaching , but by having to actually 
teach poultry in lab I found out how 
much I didn't know about the sub-
ject," she says. 
One of Bell's fall quarter students 
disagreed however. Laura Grotenhuis, 
AnS PV 2, says she thought Bell 
handled the course as well as any other 
instructor would have . "I thought she 
did a good job and knew her material 
in lecture as well as lab . I have no 
preference (male or female) as long as 
the instructor knows what they're 
doing," Grotenhuis says . 
Tim DeHeart , F.OPl , also one of 
Bell's fall quarter students, had this to 
say about Bell, "She was average I 
guess . I didn't know she was my in-
structor until I walked into class , but 
having a woman teaching 114 (An Sci) 
didn't surprise me or anything." 
Denise Moffitt, Ag B 3, was also in 
Bell's fall class. "She's the kind of 
teacher who grows on you, " Moffitt 
says of Bell , "and at first she thought 
she knew it all but then she seemed to 
relate more to the students." Moffitt 
also felt Bell didn't really seem like an 
animal science instructor due to the 
fact that Bell was so young when 
compared to the other Animal Science 
teachers at ISU . 
Kelly McDonald , Farm Op I, 
considered Bell a helpful instructor in 
Animal Science 114. He said she knew 
what she was talking about , although 
it seemed at times she had difficulty 
putting thoughts into words . Mc-
Donald concluded that he has no 
preference as to male or female 
animal science teachers . 
Bell is only the sixth woman in-
structor at ISU under the College of 
Agriculture . The other five women are 
in Journalism (2) , Genetics , Food 
Technology and Landscape Ar-
chitecture . 
Although the number of women in 
agricultural - related college 
curriculums has grown three per cent 
since 1975 , Bell feels women still get 
looked down on as "the helpless-type 
female" when involved in various 
aspects of agriculture such as feedlot 
management or other male -
dominated strenuous-type jobs . 
"You have to really prove that 
you're capable, because even though 
they (men) say they don't, they look 
down on you for being a woman," Bell 
said . • 
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Coyote 
by JOE ROSE 
It was shortly after sundown when the first eerie sounds 
drifted across the countryside. The racket began with a 
series of sharp yaps that increased in volume and ended in 
a long wail. In a matter of seconds it began again from 
another direction. Coyotes. 
But something was missing. Something usually 
associated with coyotes. There was no sagebrush blowing, 
no sand, no desert. The coyotes wailed in southern Iowa. 
Southern Iowa's coyote population has been in-
creasing in recent years and they are creating a problem 
for the sheep farmers in the area . 
Coyotes belong in the canine family (Canis latrans). 
The adult coyote resembles a small German Shepherd. 
Distinguishing characteristics include long, coarse fur 
varying in· color from nearly black to almost white. The 
coat is typically light gray on the top and sides with the 
underparts a lighter color, usually yellow with black and 
red mixed in. The coyote runs with his tail down. 
The male and female are similar in appearance with 
the females being slightly smaller. An average coyote 
weighs 18 to 30 pounds. Some large males weigh as much 
as 48 pounds. 
"Coyotes are efficient killers," says Joe Schaefer, 
research assistant at Iowa State in Animal Ecology. "They 
kill for food, not for fun . Dogs play with the animals they 
kill and do a lot of damage to the hind quarters. Coyotes 
go for the throat and make a quick kill ." 
( Some studies in California were done on captured 
/. _ coyote pups that were taken from a den at a very young 
::.--- · age . The pups were raised and then bred to each other 
illustration by Heather Soladay 
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raised and then put into a pen with some sheep. The 
coyotes went for the throat and made a fast kill, in-
dicating they kill by instinct and not from learning. 
The number of sheep killed by dogs is decreasing 
while the coyote killings are increasing, Schaefer says. 
Schaefer received 1260 responses to a questionnaire 
sent to sheep farmers in the southern Iowa counties. The 
report showed that 31 per cent of the farmers had coyote 
problems, resulting in 3,003 sheep deaths and 15 per cent 
had dog problems, with 949 sheep lost. 
"The sheep losses of individual farmers in Iowa range 
from zero to ten percent, " Schaefer says. "A ten per cent 
loss to one farmer can put him out of business." 
Compensation is paid to those farmers who claim 
their losses, but only about 25 per cent of the total value 
of the lost animals is paid. Most Iowa counties collect dog 
taxes and the farmers' claims are paid from these fees . 
The amount the farmers receive depends upon how many 
claims are filed for a given year. 
A claim must be filed at the local county courthouse 
and the claim must bear the signature of two witnesses. 
The claims are paid whether the animals were killed by 
dogs or coyotes. 
The claims are examined individually at the county 
courthouses and the number, age, sex , value and species 
of the domestic animal claimed are recorded. The 
alleged animal responsible for the kill is also recorded 
when possible. 
Better management practices, along with coyote 
control should keep sheep losses down, Schaefer says. 
One farmer in southern Iowa lost 27 sheep and 
decided to try some different management techniques, he 
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says. The farmer first used bells on some of his sheep. The 
bell wearers were not bothered but others in the flock 
were killed. 
He tried some other methods including sheep dip and 
a billy goat, hoping that the smells would keep the 
animals safe. These methods didn't work either. 
Finally the farmer used a red light and a shotgun. It it 
believed that most animals cannot see red lights. His 
animals were not bothered until the first night that he 
gave up this method. However, a night guard would be 
economically unfeasible. 
The main method of coyote control is hunting with 
dogs. This sport has become widely practiced and some of 
the better hunters have highly trained dogs. 
"About 25 percent of the farmers in southern Iowa 
are coyote hunters, but a greater percentage of the 
farmers in the area support coyote hunting," Schaefer 
says. "They believe that this is the most effective method 
of coyote control." 
"It does seem to be the best method, especially in the 
spring of the year after the young coyotes get settled into 
their areas," Schaefer states . 
As few as four per cent of the coyote hunters use traps. 
" People aren't as familiar with traps and traps would 
also conflict with the dog hunters," Schaefer says. He 
states that poisons are not used because of the threat to 
other animals , including farm animals. 
John L. Schmidt, Extension Wildlife Specialist for 
South Dakota, writes in an article from "Coyotes and 
Their Control," that control measures should be aimed at 
controlling damage caused by coyotes instead of simply 
reducing the population. 
"This usually involves killing a particular problem 
individual or pair of coyotes rather than exterminating 
the entire population," Schmidt says. "Experience has 
shown that killing all coyotes in an area may lead to other 
problems arising from overpopulation of rabbits and 
rodents." 
An overabundance of rabbits could leave little 
vegetation for the sheep to eat. 
"Experience has also shown that elimination of one 
carnivore will lead to increases of others," Schmidt says. 
"Where coyotes have been eliminated, sharp increases in 
foxes , raccoons and skunks have occurred. Because of 
this, lamb losses to foxes nearly equal the losses caused by 
coyotes." 
Schaefer's work includes the establishment of 
predation patterns and he hopes that when his studies are 
concluded, he can make some recommendations to sheep 
farmers on ways to reduce their losses to coyotes. 
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c:.fi Peek Back- photo by DALE G. YOUNG 
This year's "Ag" has been presented to you by: Back Row: (l-r) Barb Shoemaker, Sue Hayes, Ron Sterk, Russ Parker, Joel 
Geske, J eanne Michels, Lz'nda Blake, Dale Young. Front Row: (l-r) Cristie Brown, Deb Bell, Marcia Graesch, Steve 
Aldrich, Don Davidson, Ralph H enning, Merritt Benson, Sherry Newell, Joe Rose, Dan Olsen, Kathy Treloar, Marcia 
Zarley, Murray Lee, H eather Soladay. 
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AGRICULTURE MAJORS to 
work throughout the U.S. and 
70 countries abroad in the 
fields of animal science, 
agronomy, and general 
agriculture. 
Choose your job and the country in which 
you want to work. You ' ll receive: 
-adequate living expenses 
-free travel 
-a 48-day paid vacation 
-over$3000 in termination pay 
For more information, contact the 
Agriculture Placement Office, 117 Curtiss, or 
the Des Moines Peace Corps Office (call 
collect at 515- 284-4087). 
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Iowa Agriculturist 
An Engineer locked his car keys in his convertible. He 
called a locksmith , who told him he was too busy to come. 
"Please come," pleaded the Engineer , "my key's locked 
up in the car, it's starting to rain, and the top's down ." 
* * * * * 
Did you hear about the Engineers who were throwing 
firecrackers at the Aggies? Well, the Aggies lit them and 
threw them back at the Engineers . 
* * * * * 
One morning a lone Irishman was at work near the top of 
a telephone pole, painting it a bright green. The can, 
which he was holding, slipped out of his hand and 
splashed on the sidewalk below. A few seconds later, 
another Irishman was walking by when he spotted the 
paint . 
He looked at the paint and then at his fellow countryman 
and asked with anxiety , "Doherty, Doherty, hov ye had a 
himmerage?" 
And there was the Engineer who sat in a car wash one day 
for three hours because he thought it was raining too 
hard to drive. 
Too bad about the Engineer who lost the Indianapolis 
500 . He made five stops - three to re-fuel and two to ask 
directions . 
Did you hear about the Engineer's dog that got run over 
by a parked car? 
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The Engineer read the surgeon general's report which 
said that studies proved tar and nicotine caused cancer in 
mice , so he put his cigarettes up high where the mice 
couldn't get at them. 
* * * * * 
Question: Do you know why dalmatians ride on the 
Engineer firetrucks? 
Answer: To find the hydrants . 
* * * * * 
Some people can drink just as well sittin' down as they can 
standin' up . But most cannot stand up so well after they 
have been drinkin' sittin' down as they can sit after 
drinkin' standin' up. 
* * * * * 
Funeral Director: "How old are you, sir?" 
Aged Mourner : 'Tm 98 ." 
Funeral Director: "Hardly worth going home, is it?" 
* * * * * 
An Engineer flying his own plane with a friend ran into a 
severe thunderstorm as they approached Bryan, enroute 
from Dallas to College Station . As a loud clap of thunder 
sounded and lightning flashed , the Engineer shouted, 
" Let's take a 360 and get out of here ." 
* * * * * 
Then there was the Engineer who bought a pair of water 
skis and then looked for a lake with a hill in it. 
* * * * * 
A man dropped in to pay a friend an unexpected visit , 
and was amazed to find him playing chess with his dog. 
The man watched in silence for a few minutes, then burst 
out with , "That's the most incredible dog I've ever seen ." 
"Oh he isn't so smart ," was the answer, "I've beaten him 
three games out of four so far. " 
* * * * * 
The Engineer was with a group singing Christmas carols . 
"Leon, Leon ," he said. The man next to him nudged him 
and whispered , "Stupid , turn your book over - it's 'Noel, 
Noel. '" 
When the Engineer's wife had triplets , he grabbed a 
double- barrelled shotgun and rushed out to kill the other 
two guys. 
Well, doctor, was my operation a success?" 
'Tm not your doctor. I'm St. Peter. " 
* * * * * 
"Young man," said the father, "when Lincoln was your 
age he was making his own living." 
"Yes, " said the son, "and when he was yours , he was 
president. " 
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Whal field do vou want 10 grow in? 
Serving farmers is our business. We're a 
cooperative involved in many phases of 
agriculture including research, production, 
processing, marketing, sales 
and administration. The result 
has been good, solid growth, 
into one of the nation's largest 
cooperatives. 
We're looking for good 
people to grow with us. So if you have 
a degree in Animal Science, Agronomy, 
Ag Business, Food Science or Business 
Administration, write and tell 
us which of our fields you want 
to grow in. 
Land O'Lakes, Inc., Agricul-
tural Services, Fort Dodge, 
Iowa 50501. 
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